Criminal Justice Flow Chart
(Adapted from “The Criminal Justice Process” flow chart in “If someone You Know is a Victim of Assault” by Jennifer Graham, ChildSafe, City of Fort Collins)
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Can get additional time for “reasonable circumstances” through the courts.
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Preliminary Hearing - not more than 30 days after 1st court appearance





Charges Filed - no later than 72 hours after arrest





Sentencing (see below)





Perpetrator can agree on a plea bargain here which can offer a reduced sentence. If no PB, then goes to trial.
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DA looks for: Beyond Probable Cause & inferences in favor of the people. DA can ask DPD to provide more information/evidence if DA does not initially take case.
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As long as charges are not filed, victim/survivor can pull out





Case Closed










